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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAPE TOWN 1322 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOCI, SHUM, PINS, PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: WOODSTICK, WHITE CAPE TOWN SUBURB, MAY BE PROCLAIMED 
COLORED AREA 

1 . HUNDREDS OF WHITE RESIDENTS OF WOODSTOCK AND SEVERAL 
OTHER AREAS ADJACENT TO DOWNTOWN CAPE TOWN MAY SOON BE 
FORCED OUT OF THEIR HOMES UNDER THE GROUP AREAS ACT. THIS 
FACT CAME TO LIGHT LAST WEEK WHEN THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
PUBLISHED SMALL LEGAL NOTICES IN TWO CAPE NEWSPAPERS INVITING 
COMMENT ON PROPOSALS TO 1) REDESIGNATE A PRESENTLY WHITE AREA 
AS A COLORED AREA, 2) DESIGNATE A PRESENTLY "UNPROCLAIMED" 
(RACIALLY UNRESTRICTED) AREA AS COLORED AND 3) MAKE ANOTHER 
WHITE AREA, LARGELY INDUSTRIAL, UNPROCLAIMED. THE NOTICES 

WERE NOT ONLY COMPLEX, THEY WERE OBSCURE; AREAS CONCERNED WERE 
NOT IDENTIFIED BY NAME, BUT MERELY REFERRED TO AS SECTION 
NUMBERS OF A MAP AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION AT CITY HALL. 

2. THE PROPOSED CHANGES IN RACIAL DESIGNATION OF 
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WOODSTOCK-SALT RIVER AREA WOULD, IF IMPLEMENTED, 

CAUSE CONSIDERABLE UPHEAVAL AND DESTROY ONE OF THE 
FEW REMAINING MIXED-RACE COMMUNITIES IN CAPE TOWN. 

MOST OF THE AREA'S WHITE RESIDENTS ARE POOR; MANY 
ARE RETIRED PENSIONERS, AND WOULD HAVE TROUBLE FINDING 
DECENT NEW ACCOMMODATIONS THEY COULD AFFORD (EXISTING RENTS 
ARE LOW DUE TO RENT CONTROL). MANY POOR COLORED FAMILIES 
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WOULD ALSO BE FORCED TO MOVE, SINCE WHITE LANDLORDS WOULD 
BE REQUIRED TO SELL THEIR HOMES TO COLOREDS, AND FEW OF 
THE EXISTING COLORED TENANTS COULD AFFORD TO BUY. 

3. MANY FAMILIES WOULD ALSO BE TORN APART. WOODSTOCK 

IS HOME TO MANY "BORDERLINE"FAMILIES, EMBRACING MEMBERS 
BOTH CLASSIFIED AS WHITE AND NON- WHITE. THESE FAMILIES 
WOULD FIND IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO LIVE TOGETHER AS A 
UNIT IN ANY OTHER AREA OF THE CITY. 

4. THE PROPOSED GROUP AREA CHANGES HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED 
BY MPS, CITY COUNCILLORS, MAYOR MAUERBERGER, AND, OF 
COURSE, BY SHOCKED AND ANGRY WOODSTOCK RESIDENTS, NONE 
OF WHOM WERE CONSULTED BEFOREHAND. COLORED COMMUNITY. 

WITH TYPICAL EXCEPTION OF FREEDOM PARTY LEADER BEGINS 
WHO ANNOUNCED IN FAVOR OF REPROCL AIMATION S . HAS BEEN 
SILENT ON WOODSTOCK QUESTION. 

5. PROPOSED REMOVAL OF WHITES IS DEEMED HIGHLY 
UNUSUAL, SINCE ALL BUT A FEW THOUSAND OF THE SEVERAL 
MILLION PEOPLE FORCED TO MOVE TO DATE BY GROUP AREAS 
ACT HAVE BEEN NON- WHITES. DEPUTY PLANNING MINISTER 
JANSON (ARGUS JULY 20) STATED THAT ALL RACES MUST MAKE 
SACRIFICES TO ENSURE ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT IN THE COMMUNITY. 

AND THAT PROPOSED WOODSTOCK CHANGES HAVE ARISEN FROM RECOMMENDATION 
BY THE ERIKA THERON COMMISSION THAT A LIVING AREA CLOSE TO 
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THE CITY BE PROVIDED TO COLORED PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN REMOVED 
FROM DISTRICT SIX (COMMENT: IN POINT OF FACT, THE THERON 
COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS THAT DISTRICT SIX, WOODSTOCK, 

AND SALT RIVER ALL BE DECLARED COLORED AREAS). 
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